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the rest of the. journey was accomplished without any incident,
Gandhi reaching Johannesburg next night.
That night, the utterly ignorant new-comer drove to the Grand
Hotel, where, of course, there was "no room" for him. Gandhi spent
the night at a friendly Muslim merchant's place. The merchant
laughed over the hotel incident and said : "Only we can live in a land
like this, because, for making money we do not mind pocketing
insults. This country is not for men like you." Next day he took a
train to Pretoria reaching there at about eight on a Sunday evening.
An American Negro helped Gandhi to find a shelter in Johnston's
Family Hotel for one night.
Next morning Gandhi called on the attorney, Mr. Baker, who
received Gandhi warmly and told him, "We have no work for you
here as barrister, for we have engaged the best counsel. I shall take
your assistance only to the extent of getting necessary information."
Baker besides being an attorney was a staunch lay preacher. He fixed
Gandhi in a poor baker's lodging as a boarder at thirty-five shillings
a week. In the company of some friends Gandhi was invited to attend
prayers every day in Mr. Baker's private church which Gandhi did.
Baker gave Gandhi some Christian literature including the Bible.
He had a desire to see Gandhi embrace Christianity.
In the very first week Gandhi with the help of Tyeb Haji Khan
Muhammad called a meeting of all the Indians in Pretoria for a
talk on their condition in the Transvaal. This first meeting was
mainly attended by Memon merchants, though there was a sprin-
kling of Hindus as well. The Hindu population in Pretoria was very
small indeed.
Gandhi spoke about observing truthfulness even in business. He
told them that their responsibility to be truthful was all the greater
in a foreign land, because the conduct of a few Indians was the meas-
ure of that of the millions of their fellow-countrymen. Gandhi asked
them, to pay more attention to public hygiene and laid stress upon
the necessity of forgetting all distinctions such as Hindus, Muslims,
Parsis, Christians, Gujaratis, Madrasis, Punjabis and so on. He sug-
gested the formation of an association to make representations to the
authorities concerned, on behalf of the Indian settlers, and offered
to place at its disposal as much of his time and service as was possible.
Gandhi's speech at this meeting was the first public speech in his life.
He was then twenty-five years old.